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Conversations’ lights go out Aug. 29

Downtown Beamsuville fixture falls victim to life, construction & small business struggles

By Mike Williscraft

NewsNow

Conversations Cafe is a very popu-
lar downtown Beamsville fixture,
serving customers award winning
food and drinks since 2012, but that
was never its main goal.

“We opened this place for the
youth of our community,” said own-
er Deborah Dueck.

“It's for the youth to come and
meet friends, get some free food
if they need it and just to be safe.
They’re protected here. They all
knew they could come here and we
would feed them, speak to them, so
they would feel valued.”

The good news is Convos - the com-
ponent of the business for the youth
- will continue in a new spot.

The bad news is, on Aug.

e

29 - the cafe itself will <= =
close its doors for £ = & =
the last time. f;\#

For Dueck, a &

£
host of contribut- g{, ey,
ing factors went

into the deci- |
sion to close, but, <
mainly, “It’s just

time to retire.”

Like every other small business,
COVID had a huge impact.

“The restrictions hurt a lot but we
really pushed through COVID. In
hindsight, that may not have been
the best decision. Financially, that
destroyed us. All the added restric-
tions, shut down five times, it was
terrible,”said
Dueck. y
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Conversétions Cafe owner De
with a two-day open house - Thursda

The after-affect as society came
out of the pandemic lingered longer.

“People also hated that they had
to come in here and write their
name down, their phone number
and if they had been vaccinated - or
we were not allowed to let them in.
Nobody wanted to give their private
information. That re-
ally cut our base be-
cause people were
not tolerating that,”
Dueck recalled.

Mix in a long con-
struction process
on Ontario Street
and an escalating
minimum  wage
and an uphill
climb can become
insurmountable.

“It was not an

easy call,” said
Dueck.
While the clo-
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b Dueck and her team will say goodbye to the community

y, Aug. 28 and Friday, Aug. 29. Williscraft - Photo
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sure of the cafe itself will have a big
impact on her family - and down-
town Beamsville itself - the heart of
the place’s mandate, Convos, will

live on.
The youth centre has relocated
to 4548 Ontario St. - with a side
See CONVOS, Page 3
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