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BUY CANADIAN

Federal candidates square off at debate
By Joanne McDonald
NewsNow
Federal election candidates were 
well prepared for an all-candi-
dates debate last Monday at West 
Niagara Secondary School, but it 
may well have been the 30-sec-
ond ‘wild card’ option they were 

given to speak on any topic which  
the audience, voters, may take to 
the polls.

A new twist on a staid debate 
format introduced by moderator 
Samuel Miele; candidates could 
raise a wild card for two opportu-
nities to rebut a comment or ex-

tend their speaking time.
Niagara West incumbent Dean 

Allison, Conservative Party, Dave 
Bylsma, Christian Heritage Party 
(CHP), and Jennifer Korstanje, 
Liberal Party, squared off in al-
phabetical order before a crowd 
of about 200 engaged voters and 

all agreed April 28 will mark the 
most important election in the 
history of the country.

DEAN ALLISON
“Are you better off now than 

you were 10 years ago? And 
are our communities safer than 
they were 10 years ago?” asked 

Caught chocolate-handed
Big sister Emma Miller, 5, distracts the 
Easter Bunny, while Ivy, 2, digs into 
the chocolate stash at Good Friday’s 
Community Easter Fest held at the 
West Lincoln Community Centre. For 
more photos, please turn to Page 12.  
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Allison, MP for the Riding since 
2004.

He said a decade of failed Liber-
al policies has led to rising crime, 
doubling of rent and mortgages, 
and two million Canadians using 
food banks, adding the Conserva-
tives will bring down the cost of 
living and lower taxes for all Ca-
nadians.

“We will do this by permanently 
removing the consumer and in-
dustrial carbon tax, by cutting 
personal income tax by 15 per 
cent, raising the basic exemption 
for seniors to $34,000, axe the 
tax on new homes, fix our broken 
justice system including jail, not 
bail, for repeat violent offenders 
and rapidly approve LNG (liqui-
fied natural gas) plants, pipelines 
and other major projects that will 
make Canada an energy super 
power again,” Allison said.

DAVE BYLSMA
Thirty-two years ago, Bylsma 

found the fledgling CHP’s prin-
ciples resonated with, “pro family, 
pro life, smaller government and 
free market,” Bylsma outlined.

Ninth time running, the former 
West Lincoln mayor said the CHP 
upholds “the supremacy of God 


